Long awaited by pious Orthodox souls, he 
glorification of our beloved father John, 
chief pastor of the faithful first in Shang- 

. then in a multitude of places in Asia 
and Europe, and finally at San Francisco, 
is celebrated at his cathedral in San Fran- 
cisco on the anniversary of his blessed 
repose, the Feast of the Holy Apostle Jude 
(19 June/2 July) 1994. The tales of his 
simplicity, his love for his flock, his 
humility, his determination even while in 
this world ro live a life not of this world 
are without number, Most ofall, for those 
of us who by God’ grace have been drawn 
to the holy Orthodox Faith from the datk- 
ness of the Western “enlightenment”, itis 
the memory of his dedication to the resur- 
rection of the genuine Orthodoxy of West- 
ern Europe (and thus our forbears) and the 
spread of the true Faith where he was 
planted which shines with the brilliance 
of the stars. By his determination, we are 
blessed not only with awareness of such 
luminaries of the Orthodox West as St. 
Patrick, St. Bridget, St. Genevitve, and a 
host of others, but even with lisurgical ser- 
vices in their honor, composed with his 
blessing. ‘Through his prayers, may we 
have the courage and determination to 
continue his work, for the spread of the 
Holy Orthodox Faith in the land in which, 
the Lord has planted us. 
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PALM (WILLOW) SUNDAY IN OLD RUSSIA 


One's soul is filled with sadness when recalling the ancient mus- 
covite Rus’. The heart is overwhelmed by that unyielding, incon- 
solable remorse which overcomes one who recalls something which 
has left one’s life — has disappeared forever... 

‘The early spring sun illumines the Kremlin and the Beautiful 
Square (which is now mistakenly called Red Square). As far as the 
eye could see, the entire area is covered by a great multitude of people. 
All of Moscow and the surrounding villages is here to witness the 
solemn “procession upon the donkey.” Only a path remains clear 
bordered by two human walls, leading from the Dormition Cathe- 
dral to the “Place of the Skull” in front of the Protection Cathedral, 
with its sheaves of willows. The “Place of the Skull” is decorated 
with broad-cloth and velvet. The steps leading to it are covered with 
ornate rugs. An analoy covered with a winding sheet stands readied 
for the Holy Gospel and Icons. ‘To the side, stands the “Verba.” This 
is an entire tree consisting of willow branches decorated with paper 
flowers, real and wax apples and pears, clusters of raisins, figs and 
gold and silver plated leaves. This “tree” stands upon a sleigh drawn 
by six horses. Next to the the “Verba” stands the “donkey.” This is a 
stallion covered with a white coverlet. He is held in place by the 
reins by the Patriarch’s boyard and five servers in golden coats. The 
masses stand silently looking upon all this splendor in reverent an- 
ticipation. 

‘The bells of the Kremlin begin to ring. The entire multitude 
cross themselves. The procession from the Dormition Cathedral 
begins, The sun playfully bounces off the processional banners, the 
jewels of the cathedral icons and the luxurious brocade vestments of 
the multitude of clergy, who number in the hundreds, ‘The Patriarch 
follows the clergy, staff in hand, 

‘The procession passes by and the bells fall silent. ‘The Patriarch 
enters the Protection Cathedral. Now the procession of the Sover- 
eign begins, He walks, surrounded by servers and table-deckers in 
gold-colored vestments. The Sovereign enters the Protection Cathe- 
dral, where he vests himself in a royal garment made of “gold” 
material. 

‘And now, the Patriarch and Tzar come out of the Cathedral to- 
gether and ascend the “Place of the Skull”. ‘The Patriarch blesses 
the procession which begins to move slowly back to the Kremlin. 
‘Then the Patriarch presents the Tzar with palm and willow branches. 
Amidst the reigning silence, facing west, the Archdeacon begins read- 
ing the Holy Gospel. ‘The people reverently attend to the touching 
account of how, when approaching Jerusalem, by the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two of His disciples... With the reading of these words, 
the Archpriest and the key-holder of the cathedral begin to unleash 
the “donkey.” The Patriarch’s boyard who stands next to him in- 
quires: “Why do you loose this donkey?” The Archpriest and key- 
holder answer: “The Lord requires i 

‘They cover the donkey with red and green broad-cloth and lead 
him over to the Patriarch. The Patriarch takes the Cross in one 
hand and the Holy Gospel in the other, and sits side-saddle upon the 
horse. Thus begins the “procession upon the donkey.” The Sovereign's 
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servers and boyards lead the way. 
The “verba”, its golden and silver 
leaves glistening in the spring sun, 
follows. Surrounding the “verba” 
walk the Patriarchal boy-singers 
singing stichera. Their voices ring 
out like a multitude of small bells. 
‘Their song spreads far across Mos- 
cow. They sing: “He who sits upon 
the throne of the cherubim, for our 
sake sits upon a foal; and coming to 
His voluntary Passion, today He 
hears the children cry Hosanna! 
while the crowd replies, “O Son of 
David...” 

‘The clergy come after the “verba’, 
followed by the Sovereign's boyards. 
Finally the Tzar comes, in all of his 
earthly magnificence. He leads the 
Patriarch’s donkey by the reins, The 
Patriarch continually blesses the 
people with the cross. The crowd, 
seeing in the Patriarch the symbol- 
ized Christ Himself, going to the vol- 
untary passion, reverently cross 
themselves and bow down to the 
ground. When the procession reaches 
the Gates of the Saviour leading into 
the Kremlin, the Kremlin bells ring 
out all at once, drowning out the sing- 
ing of the children. Immediately, 
pouring over in “trezvon”, the rest of 
the belfries of Moscow join in. 


‘The procession stops at the west entrance of the 
Dormition Cathedral. The Patriarch and Tzar enter 
and take their places. The Archdeacon completes the 
reading of the Holy Gospel. Then the Divine Service 
begins, after which the Patriarch blesses the willows. 
Some of the branches are chopped off and taken into 
the Altar — the rest are chopped and sent around to 
the other churches and given to the clergy and people. 

And when the great days of Passion week would 
arrive and the Kremlin bells would fall silent until 
the joyous paschal night, the Tzar and the people 
adorned themselves in dark clothing. The Tzar, set- 
ting the example for his people, would spend these 
days and nights going to all the jails and houses of 


charity, under the cover of night, giving alms to the 
poor and imprisoned, granting clemency to the con- 
victed, buying out debtors, lending support to the 
unfortunate orphans and the downtrodden with his 
kind kingly words. In trepidation, having become 
compunctionate through the holy days of passion 
week, having reconciled themselves, in peace and 
spiritual joy, the people of Moscow prepared them- 
selves for the Feast of feasts, the bright and salu- 
tary great day of the Resurrection of Christ. 


—from the original journal Russky Palomnik 
(The Russian Pilgrim) 1911, #13. 
Translated by Matushka Maria Naumenko. 


Summer Camp, OrtHopox STYLE 


With the blessing of the Most Reverend Archbishop 
Alypy, of the Diocese of Chicago, Detroit and the Mid- 
west of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Rus- 
sia, the ORPR (Organization of Russian Orthodox Path- 
finders) Children’s Summer Camp is asking assistance 
from the faithful. ‘The Camp was founded in 1960 by 
Archbishop Seraphim (Ivanov, +1987) of Blessed 
Memory, and has from its inception been affiliated with 
the Chicago Diocese of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia. Since its founding, the Camp has 
aided the education of children of the Church in the 
Holy Orthodox Faith, and Russian language, culture and 
history. The Camp also provides an opportunity to learn 
pathfinding skills, and an unparalleled chance to build 
lifelong friendships with fellow Orthodox Christians. 
‘The Camp has also provided an outstanding opport 
nity for adults to take part in reiterating our children's 
Orthodox heritage through teaching, supervision, and 
participation in Camp activities. 

In order for the Camp to provide the opportunity 
for more children to attend its annual July session, do- 
nations are being sought for the construction of a new 
kitchen facility and new cabins to house campers, and 
also to ensure partial or full scholarships for children of 
families unable to afford Camp. Donations may be ear- 
marked for any of these needs, or given to be applied at 
the discretion of the ORPR. 

‘The 1994 Camp session will run from July 2 through 
July 30, for about 60 children ages 8-16, at the camp 
about 100 miles northwest of Chicago. Donations and/ 
or requests for further information may be addressed to 
Mrs. Vera Ignatiev, 925 Rosewood Street E, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49506; 616/241-3700. 


A Scoot ror Viapyka Jonn's CHILDREN 


Holy people throughout their lives fulfil the teaching 
of the Gospel. Archbishop John Maximovitch’s devotion. 
to children is legendary, as witnessed by his orphanage in 
China and his continual involvement in both church and 
secular schools wherever he served. Therefore, it isa fit- 
ting tribute to him to open the first full-time parochial school 
named in his honor in the year of his glorification. 

The St. John of San Francisco Orthodox Academy 
will be a co-educational day school for grades 1-12 
scheduled around the Orthodox calendar of feast-days 
and services. The goal of this school will be to direct its 
pupils to be active in church life, to develop their Chris- 
tian consciousness, to maintain healthy and obedient re- 
lations with their parents, relatives and teachers, as well 
as to strive for excellence in their intellectual pursuits 
and grow as truly useful members of society. 

The fulfillment of this tribute to St. John can only be 
realized if people who honor his memory will express 
their dedication by financially supporting this cause which 
would have been so dear to Archbishop John himself. 
Initial estimates indicate that we must raise $100,000 this 
year to make this dream a reality. 

We are appealing to all people who honor the memory 
of St. John, as well as to all those to whom an Orthodox 
education is important. Please help us to establish a legacy 
for present and future generations to be raised in the Or- 
thodox tradition. We ask for your fervent prayers and 
your immediate and generous financial support. 

Bishop Kyrill, headmaster 


‘Tax-deductible donations should be sent to 
Fr. Serge Kotar, treasurer; St. John of San Francicso 
Academy; 451 - 27th Ave.; San Francisco CA 94121 


WHAT DID CHRIST PRAY ABOUT IN THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE? 
BY THE BuesseD Apcusishor JOHN Maximovitcn 
(RePOsED 1966, GLORFIED AMONST THE SAINTS 1994) 


When the Lord had finished the 
Mystical Supper with His disciples 
and given them His Instructions, He 
{| went with them to the Mount of Olives, 
(Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26; Luke 
22:39), On the way He continued His 
final teachings, after which He ad- 
dressed the Heavenly Father with a 
prayer for His disciples and those who 
would believe their word (John 17). 

On crossing the stream of the 
Cedron, the Lord and His disciples went into the 
garden of Gethsemane, where He had been accus- 
tomed to gather with them earlier (Matt. 26:36; 
Mark 14:32; John 18;1-2). Here He left His disciples, 
except for Peter, James and John, telling them to 
sit down for a time while He prayed. Then He Him- 
self with Peter, James and John went on a little fur- 
ther. He wanted to be on His own as much as pos- 
sible, but knowing all that was going to happen, He 
began to sorrow, to be distressed and horrified (Matt. 
26:37; Mark 1:.27), and He said to those with Him: 
“My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death. 
Stay here and watch with Me.” And going a little 
further off, He fell face down on the earth and prayed, 

‘Twice the Lord interrupted His prayer, and went 
up to Peter and the sons of Zebedee. Alas! They were 
there, but not watching: sleep had overcome them. 
In vain did their Divine Teacher exhort them to watch 
and pray, so as not to fall into temptation: “The 
spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak” (Matt. 26:41; 
Mark 14:38). ‘The disciples again fell asleep imme- 
diately the Savior departed from them in order to 
continue His prayer, which ended only when the hour 
of the betrayal of the Son of Man into the hands of 
sinners drew near. Jesus’ intensity of prayer reached 
the highest degree — He came out in a bloody sweat 
which fell in drops on the earth (Luke 22:44). 

What did Jesus pray about with such fiery inten- 
sity? What did He beseech the Heavenly Father, fall- 
ing face down to the earth three times? “Abba, My Fa- 
ther! All is possible to Thee; O if only Thou wouldest 
grant that this cup be taken from Me. If it is possible, 
let this cup pass by Me; take this cup from Me. How- 
ever, not as Iwill, but. as Thou willest; not My will, but 
Thine be done. My Father, if this cup cannot pass by 
Me, but I must drink of it, may Thy will be done.” 

"The Lord Jesus Christ was the God-Man. The 
Divine and human natures, without merging into 
each other and without changing, “undivided and 


unse] ted” (the dogma of the Chalcedonian 
Council) were united in Him in one Person. In accor- 
dance with His two natures, the Lord also had two 
wills. As God, Jesus Christ was of one substance with 
God the Father and had one Will with Him and the 
Holy Spirit. But as perfect man, consisting of a soul 
and a body, the Lord also had human feelings and a 
human will. His human will was completely obedi- 
ent to His Divine will. The Lord subjected His hu- 
man will to the Divine will — He sought only to do 
the will of the Heavenly Father (John 5:30); His spiri- 
tual food was “to do the will of Him Who sent Me 
and to finish His work” (John 4: 34), But the work 
which was set before Him to finish was greater than 
any other, and even unfeeling, soulless nature was. 
bound to be amazed at it. It was necessary for Him 
to redeem man from sin and death, and reéstablish 
the union of man with God. It was necessary that 
the sinless Savior should take upon Himself all hu- 
man Sin, so that He, Who had no sins of His own, 
should feel the weight of the sin of all humanity and 
sorrow over it in such a way as was possible only for 
complete holiness, which clearly feels even the slight- 
est deviation from the commandments and Will of 
God. It was necessary that He, in Whom Divinity 
and humanity were hypostatically united, should in 
His holy, sinless humanity experience the full hor- 
ror of the distancing of man from his Creator, of the 
split between sinful humanity and the source of 
holiness and light — God. The depth of the fall of 
mankind must have stood before His eyes at that 
moment; for man, who in paradise did not want to 
obey God and who listened to the devil's slander 
against Him, would now rise up against his Divine 
Savior, slander Him, and, having declared Him 
unworthy to live upon the earth, would hang Him 
on a tree between heaven and earth, thereby sub- 
jecting Him to the curse of the God-given law (Deut. 
21:22-23). It was necessary that the sinless Righ- 
teous One, rejected by the sinful world for which 
and at the hands of which He was suffering, should 
forgive mankind this evil deed and turn to the Heav- 
enly Father with a prayer that the Divine righteous- 
ness should forgive mankind, blinded by the devil, 
this rejection of its Creator and Savior. Such a holy 
prayer could not fail to be heard, such a power of 
love was bound to unite the source of love, God, with 
those who even now would feel this love, and, un- 
derstanding how far the ways of men had departed 
from the ways of God, would manifest a strong 
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determination to return to God the Father through 
the Creator's reception of human nature. 

‘And now there came the time when all this was 
to come to pass. Ina few hours the Son of Man, raised 
upon the cross, would draw all men to Himself by 
His own self-sacrifice. Before the force of His love 
the sinful hearts of men would not be able to stand. 
The love of the God-man would break the stone of 
men’s hearts, They would feel their own impurity 
and darkness, their insignificance; and only the stub- 
born haters of God would not want to be enlightened 
by the light of the Divine greatness and mercy. But 
all those who would not reject Him Who called them, 
irradiated by the light of the love of the God-Man, 
would feel their separation from the loving Creator 
and would thirst to be united with Him. And invis- 
ibly the greatest mystery would take place — man- 
kind would turn to its Maker, and the merciful Lord 
would joyfully accept those who would return from 
the slander of the devil to their Archetype. “Mercy 
and truth have met together, righteousness and 
peace have kissed each other” (Psalm 84:10); 
rightcousness has pressed close from heaven, for 
the incarnate Truth has shone out on the cross from 
the earth. The hour had come when all this was 
about to take place. 

The world did not suspect the greatness of the 
coming day. Before the gaze of the God-Man all that 
was to happen was revealed. He voluntarily sacri- 
ficed Himself for the salvation of the human race. 
‘And now He came for the last time to pray alone to 
His Heavenly Father. Here He would accomplish 
that sacrifice which would save the race of men. He 
would voluntarily give Himself up to sufferings, giv- 
ing Himself over into the power of darkness. 

However, this sacrifice would not be saving if 
He would experience only His personal sufferings — 
He had to be tormented by the wounds of sin from 
which mankind was suffering. The heart of the God- 
Man was filled with inexpressible sorrow. All the 
sins of men, beginning from the transgression of 
‘Adam and ending with those which would be done 
at the moment of the sounding of the last trumpet — 
all the great and small sins of all men stood before 
His mental gaze. They were always revealed to Him 
as God — “all things are manifest before Him” — 
but now their whole weight and iniquity was experi- 
enced also by His human nature. His holy, sinless 
soul was filled with horror. He suffered as the 
ners themselves do not suffer, whose coarse hearts 
do not feel how the sin of man defiles and how it 
separates him from the Creator. His sufferings were 
the greater in that He saw this coarseness and 


embitteredness of heart, the fact that “men have 
blinded their eyes that they should not see, and do 
not want to hear with their ears and be converted, 
sothat they should be healed”. He saw that the whole 
world was even now turning away from God Who 
had come to them in human form. The hour was com- 
ing and had already come (John 16:31) when even 
those who had only just declared their readiness to 
lay down their lives for Him would be scattered. The 
God-Man would hang in solitude upon the cross, 
showered with a hail of insults from the people who 
would come to see this spectacle. Only a few souls 
remained faithful to Him, but they, too, by their si- 
lent grief and helplessness would increase the suf- 
ferings of the heart of the Virgin's Son, overflowing 
with love, There would not be help from anywhere... 

True, even in these minutes He would not be 
alone, for the Father was always with Him (John 
8:19; 10:30). But so as to feel the full weight of the 
consequences of sin, the Son of God would voluntar- 
ily allow His human nature to feel even the horror of 
separation from God. This terrible moment would 
be unendurable for His holy, sinless being. A pow- 
erful cry would break out from His lips: “My God, 
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” And seeing 
this hour in advance, His holy soul was filled with 
horror and distress. 

Still earlier, when some Hellenes came to see 
Jesus, He allowed His human nature to experience 
the approach of that dreadful hour. When these “sheep 
from another fold” came to Him, the God-Man saw 
that the hour when everyone would come to Him as 
He was raised upon the cross, was near. His human 
nature shuddered, His soul was in distress, But Jesus 
knew that without His sufferings the salvation of men 
was impossible, that without them His earthly activ- 
ity would leave a trace as small as that of a grain 
which lies for a long time on the surface of the earth 
before being dried up by the sun. It was therefore at 
that time that He appealed to His Father not to allow 
human weakness to prevail over all the thoughts and 
feelings of His human nature: “Now is My soul 
troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from 
this hour? And yet for this purpose have I come to 
this hour" John 12:27). And as if heartened by the 
remembrance of why He had come to the earth, Christ 
prays that the Will of God for the salvation of the hu- 
man race be carried out: "Father, glorify Thy name” 
(John 12:28) — glorify it on earth, among men, show 
Thyself to be not only the Creator but also the Savior 
(St. Basil the Great, Against Eunomius, book 4). “I 
have glorified it and will glorify it again” (John 12:28) 
came a voice from heaven, announcing that the time 


for the fulfillment of the Mystery which had been hid- 
den from the beginning of the age was coming (Col. 
1:26; Eph. 1:9; 3:9). 

‘And now that time had already come. If before 
the human nature of Christ had shuddered and been 
troubled at the thought of what was to come, what 
did it experience now, when in expectation of the 
coming of His enemies and betrayer He for the last 
time prayed alone to God? The Lord knew that every 
prayer of His would be answered (John 11:42), He 
knew that if He would ask the Father to deliver Him 
from torments and death, more than twelve legions 
of angels would appear (Mat }3) to defend Him. 
But had He not come for this? So that at the last 
moment He should refuse to carry out that which 
He had foreannounced in the Scriptures? 

However, the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak. The spirit of Jesus now burns (Rom. 12:11), 
wishing only one thing — the fulfillment of the Will of 
God. But by its nature human, nature abhors suffer- 
ings and death (St. John of Damascus, An Exact Ex- 
position of the Orthodox Faith, Book 3, chapters 18, 
20, 23, 24; Blessed Theodoret; St. John of the Lad- 
der, The Ladder, word 6, “On the remembrance of 
death”). The Son of God willingly accepted this weak 
nature. He gives Himself up to death for the salva- 
tion of the world. And He conquers, although He feels 
the approaching fear of death and abhorrence of suf- 
ferings (The Ladder, op, cit.; Blessed Augustine; Ex- 
‘act Exposition of the Orthodox Faith 3, 24). Now these 
sufferings will be particularly terrible, terrible not s0 
much in themselves, as from the fact that the soul of 
the God-Man was shaken to its depths. 

The sin of man that He takes upon Himself is 
inexpressibly heavy. This sin weighs Jesus down, 
making the sufferings that are to come unendurable. 

Christ knows that when His sufferings reach 
their peak, He will be completely alone. Not only 
will no man be able to relieve them — “I looked for 
‘one that would sorrow with Me and there was none, 
for one that would comfort Me and none was found” 
(Psalm 68:21). “I looked, but there was none to help; 
Twas appalled, but there was no one to uphold” 
(Isaiah 63:5). But in order that He should feel the 
full weight of sins, He would also be allowed to feel 
the burden of separation from the Heavenly Father. 
And at this moment His human will can wish to avoid 
the sufferings. But it will not be so. Let His human 
will not diverge for one second from His Divine Will. 
It is about this that the God-Man beseeches His 
Heavenly Father. If it is possible for mankind to 
reéstablish its unity with God without this new and 
terrible crime against the Son of God (cf. St. Basil 


the Great, Against Eunomius book 4), then it is 
better that this hour should not come to pass. But if 
it is only in this way that mankind can be drawn to 
its Maker, let the good Will of God be accomplished 
in this case, too. May His Will be done, and may the 
human nature of Jesus, even at the most terrible 
moments, not wish anything other than the fulfill- 
ment of the will of God, the completion of God’s 
economy. This is precisely what Christ prayed for in 
the garden of Gethsemane: “He offered up prayers 
and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him 
‘Who was able to save Him from death” (Heb. 5:7). 
He offered up prayers and supplications to Him 
Who was able to save Him from death, but He did 
not pray for deliverance from death. It is as if the 
Lord Jesus Christ spoke as follows to His Father: 
“Abba, My Father, the Father of Him Whom Thou 
has sent to gather into one the people of Israel and 
the scattered children of God — the people of the 
Gentiles, so as to make out of two one new man and 
by means of the cross reconcile them with Thee. All 
is possible to Thee, all is possible that is in accord 
with Thy boundless perfections. Thou knowest that 
it is natural for human nature to abhor sufferings, 
that man would always like ‘to see good days’... But 
he Who loves Thee with all his heart, with all his 
soul and with all his mind wishes only that which is 
pleasing to Thy good and perfect will. I have come 
down to earth to fulfill Thy wise will and for this 
purpose I have communed with flesh and blood, as- 
suming human nature with all its weaknesses, ex- 
cept the sinful ones. I also have wished to avoid suf- 
ferings, but only on one condition — that this is Thy 
holy will. If It is possible that the work of economy 
should be completed without a new and terrible crime 
on the part of men; if it is possible for Me not to 
experience these mental sufferings, to which in a 
few hours’ time will be united the terrible suffer- 
ings of the human body; if this is possible — deliver 
Me then from the experiences and temptations which 
have already come upon Me and which are still to 
come. Deliver Me from the necessity of experiencing 
the consequences of the crime of Adam. However, 
this request is dictated to Me by the frailty of My 
human nature; but let it be as is pleasing to Thee, 
Jet not the will of frail human nature be fulfilled, 
but Our common, pre-eternal Council. My Father! 
Ifaccording to Thy wise economy it is necessary that 
loffer this sacrifice, I do not reject It. But I ask only 
one thing: may Thy will be done. May Thy will be 
done always and in all things. As in heaven with 
Me, Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thee there is one 
will, so may My human will here on earth not wish 
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anything contrary to Our common will for one moment. 
May that which was decided by us before the creation 
of the world be fulfilled, may the salvation of the hu- 
man race be accomplished. May the sons of men be 
redeemed from slavery to the devil, may they be re- 
deemed at the high price of the sufferings and self-sac- 
rifice of the God-Man, And may all the weight of men’s 
sins, which I have accepted on Myself, and all my men- 
tal and physical sufferings, not be able to make My 
human will waver in its thirst that Thy holy will be 
done. May I fulfill Thy will with joy. Thy will be done.” 
“The Lord prayed about the cup of His voluntary 
saving passion as if it was involuntary” (Sunday ser- 
vice of the fifth tone, canon, eighth hirmos), showing 
by this the two wills of the two natures, and beseech- 
ing God the Father that His human will would not 
waver in its obedience to the Divine will (Exact Exposi- 
tion of the Orthodox Faith, book 3, 24). An angel ap- 
peared to Him from the heavens and strengthened 
(Luke 22:43) His human nature, while Jesus Who was 
accomplishing the exploit of His self-sacrifice prayed 
still more earnestly, being covered in a bloody sweat. 
And for His reverence and constant obedience to the 
will of the Father, the Son of God was heard. 
Strengthened and reassured, Jesus rose from 
prayer (Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, book 


3, 24), He knew that His human nature would not 
waver any more, that soon the load of the sins of men 
would be taken away from Him, and that by His obe- 
dience to God the Father He would bring human na- 
ture that had gone astray to Him. He went up to His 
disciples and said: “You all sleep and rest. It is fin- 
ished, the hour has come: lo! the Son of Man is be- 
trayed into the hands of sinners, Arise, let us go, he 
who betrays Me is at hand. Pray that you do not fall 
into temptation.” 

Coming out to meet those who had come for Him, 
the Lord voluntarily gave Himself into their hands. And 
when Peter, wishing to defend His Teacher, struck the 
servant of the high priest and cut off his ear, the Lord 
healed the servant, and reminded Peter that He was 
voluntarily giving Himself up: “Put your sword into 
its sheath: am I not to drink the cup which the Father 
has given Me? Or do you think that I cannot now ask 
My Father and He will send Me more than twelve le- 
gions of angels? How then will the Scriptures be ful- 
filled, that this must come to pass?” And willingly drink- 
ing the whole cup of mental and physical sufferings to 
the bottom, Christ glorified God on earth; He accom- 
plished a work which was no less than the very cre- 
ation of the world. He restored the fallen nature of man, 
reconciled Divinity and humanity, and made men par- 
takers of the Divine nature (II Pet. 1:4). 

Having accomplished the work which “the Father 
gave Him todo”, Christ was glorified also in His human 
nature with that glory which He as God had “before the 
world was” (John 17:5), and sat in His humanity at the 
right hand of God the Father, waiting until His enemies 
should be laid at the footstool of His feet (Heb. 10:13). 

Having been made for all those who obey Him the 
cause of eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9), Christ remains even 
after His ascension “known in two natures without con- 
fusion” (Dogmatikon of the sixth tone), “bearing two 
wills according to each nature unto the ages” (Sunday 
canon of the fifth tone, troparion of the eighth irmos), 
but His glorified body cannot now suffer and does not 
need anything, while in accordance with this His hu- 
man will, too, cannot diverge from His Divine will in 
anything. But with this flesh Christ will come again on 
the last day “to Judge the living and the dead”, after 
which, as King not only according to His Divinity, but 
also according to His humanity, He will be subject to 
God the Father together with the whole of His eternal 
kingdom, so that “God may be all in all” (I Cor. 15:28). 


Tserkounaya Zhizn’, N 4, 1938 
reprinted in Pravoslaunaya Rus’, N 6, 1993) 
translated by Viadimir Moss 


THE ULTIMATE CONSPIRACY? 
Tue Worto PARUAMENT OF RELIGIONS OF 1893 ano 1993, 
The Institute FoR Wort Spiituauy, 
Re-IMaGiNING: EcumeNnicat DECADE OF THE CHURCHES IN SouIDARiTY with WOMEN, 


THe SOPHIOLATRY OF THE 


“Paris THEOLOGIANS”, 


“Curistian” Gnosticism, 
Tue Humanist Pseu0-Gooo-News, 
AND. 


This is an era of conspiracy theories, to which we 
must reluctantly add yet another. It has become ap- 
parent in recent years that there is a growing web of 
perversion which reaches into the very heart of Chris- 
tian thinking and life. This is, perhaps, nothing 
new... even in the days of the Apostles, there were 
clearly those who, with greater or lesser cleverness, 
suborned the Gospel to their own dubious ends. But 
in our days, this tendency has reached epidemic pro- 
portions. There is good reason to suppose that there 
is a web, a tissue, which links many varied manifes- 
tations of this monster. 

‘To understand the scope and insidiousness of this 
effort of the Evil One (most certainly linked with 
preparation for the Antichrist) is a task beyond the 
grasp of any one person. This is particularly true in 
this age of rapid dissemination of ideas. Books pour 
from presses in an unremitting stream, Interviews 
and preachings pour from the screens and speakers 
of countless television and radio sets unceasingly. 
Even the “information highway” is involved, as net- 
works of computer letters pass around, out of 
anyone's control. 

We therefore invite the participation of Ortho- 
dox readers, as we seek to explore as much of this 
tissue as we can identify. There follows the first in a 
series of articles, concerning the “Re-Imagining” — 
an event so shocking that it may be necessary to de- 
lete some components of its proceedings from the 
account, as too blasphemous to print. Further infor- 
mation on this event will appear in the next issue, 
as well as a more ample treatment of the appalling 
World Parliament of Religions. 

Why can’t I just ignore all this and mind my 
own salvation? Would that it were so. If these 
events, these ideas, these books, were entirely con- 
fined to some lunatic fringe, to people and events 
which are clearly and decisively outside the realm of 
things which by any light might be called “Chris- 
tian’, such ignorance might be acceptable. But few 
of us are able (or willing) to retreat into the outer 
desert with nothing but the Gospel and the Holy 
Spirit-guided Church to illumine our days. Even if 
we were, we would take with us an unthinkable 


amount of unexamined intellectual and “spiritual” 
baggage from the culture in which we have been 
formed. That culture is far from Orthodox, far from 
Christian — and is thoroughly infested with the spin- 
offs from this massive conspiracy. 

The devil is “a liar, and the father of (lies)” 
{Jn 8:44]. If the devil and his minions always lied, 
there would be little danger... no one would ever 
believe any of his lies. In fact, the only effective way 
for him to proceed is to infect something, or some- 
one, with a perversion of the Truth, Just how much 
of this he can get away with depends on the context 
in which it is occurring. In a thoroughly Orthodox 
Christian culture, perhaps only a little twist can be 
managed... at the outset. In a culture in which little 
is known of the Truth, a mammoth blasphemy may 
be perpetrated with some success. It would appear 
strongly that we are in an era more of the latter 
nature. 

How can we guard ourselves? If only there 
were a truly simple answer to that question. There 
is not. Heresy, the perversion of the Gospel, has be- 
‘come the order of the day. We may with some ease 
turn away from its more blatant forms. But our per- 
ception is confused, for all too often those who per- 
petrate heresy appear to be “good people”, people 
genuinely, at least in appearance, doing what good 
Christian people ought to be doing. Back to that 
stream of books and ideas and information... there 
is nothing whatever to prevent anyone who so de- 
sires from distributing materials identified as “Chris- 
tian” or “Orthodox” which are grossly or subtly de- 
signed to lead the Christian flock astray. Indeed, 
there is nothing to prevent such books from being 
misleadingly identified in print as representing in- 
disputably Orthodox Christian writers, even saints. 

This is nothing new. Even now (sometimes out- 
rageously identified as “hidden books of the Bible”), 
there are in circulation Gnostic forgeries from the 
early centuries of the Christian era, such as the “Gos- 
pel of Thomas” and the “Essene Gospel of Peace”. 
But there is a new wave of such perversions, in such 
a flood that no one person can even begin to keep up 
with them. It is not sufficient to turn away and ac- 
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cept materials which come only from “unimpeach- 
able sources”. There are no such sources. At the 
same time, soundly Orthodox books are being co- 
opted by circles of thought and publishers who twist 
them to their own ends... and sometimes these are 
the only sources for the writings. 

We cannot place unlimited trust in any source, 
any human agency... or, least of all, in ourselves. Ul- 
timately, we can only trust the collective wisdom of 


the Chureh. Even saints, undisputed Teachers of 
the Universal Church, have been led astray in one 
matter or another. To guard ourselves against these 
perversions, there must be an ongoing dialogue 
amongst those dedicated to the Truth, to the Gospel, 
to identify and call by name the demons of falsehood 
which labor tirelessly to confuse and destroy the chil- 
dren of God. It is to that task that this series is 
dedicated. 


A “RE-IMAGINING"? 
ay NicHoias Maas 


‘Traditionalist minded Orthodox Christians have 
been regularly ignored, even scorned, by ecumeni- 
cally minded modernists for decades. Charges as 
absurd as “schismatic” and “non-canonical” have been 
recklessly hurled at traditionalists, with little regard 
for reality, by supporters of ecumenical activities such 
as the fruitless dialogues between Roman Catholic, 
Protestant and Orthodox hierarchs and theologians. 
Fruitless, because the beliefs of the Orthodox Church 
have never been given anything but patronizing con- 
sideration by the non-Orthodox parties in these 
wasteful dialogues. Meanwhile, the Western confes- 
sions continue to decline in a spiraling fall to a new 
form of paganism, ignorance and spiritual pollution. 

‘A conference held in late November in Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, and reported by Larry Whitham 
of the Washington Times on the front page of the 
December 31, 1993 issue, is a frightening case in 
point. Nearly 2,200 women, and a handful of men, 
from 27 countries joined together, offered prayers to 
“Sophia”, and held workshops entitled “Prophetic 
voices of lesbians in the church” and “Transforming 
liturgy”. The conference, called “RE-imagining”, was 
held as a part of the “Ecumenical Decade of the 
Churches in Solidarity with Women” being observed 
by the World Council and National Council of 
Churches — in which, embarrassingly, many “Or- 
thodox” clergymen are involved. While it is not 
known if any of the participants in this mother- 
goddess worshipping event were Orthodox Christians, 
it does give one cause to ask some rather basic 
questions. 

What reasons do Orthodox Christians have for 
“re-imagining” the Church? The Church is not imagi- 
nary in the first place. The Church is real. The 
martyrs were not “imagining” that they were giving 
their lives for the Church — they were giving their 


lives as witnesses for the true Faith and the true 
Church. What place do Orthodox Christians have 
in gatherings where prayers are offered to a “Sophia” 
— supposedly meaning wisdom, but the Holy Spirit 
is ignored? Do Orthodox Christians really want to 
condescend to the level of blasphemy? Have the 
modernists in the Orthodox Church forgotten those 
countless martyrs who refused to accept any com- 
promises in the Orthodox Faith? What have mod- 
ernists done, by their involvement in these twisted 
ecumenical conferences, to promote the unadulter- 
ated Faith for which so many millions of believers 
have earned crowns of martyrdom? 

We need only read the works of St. Basil the Great 
and St. Augustine of Hippo to understand something 
of true wisdom and stand in worship to the Holy 
Spirit. ‘The lack of anything resembling true Chris- 
tianity, and an equally appalling ignorance of his- 
tory, is apparent in quotations from organizers and 
participants in this gnostic gathering. 

Joan Regal, a Lutheran laywoman and member 
of the conference's steering committee, is quoted in 
Whitham’s article as saying: “...Christian theology 
was affected by everything in history.” Has Joan 
Regal ever considered that history has been pro- 
foundly affected by Christian theology? Has she 
never read about St. Constantine and the triumph 
of Christianity in the Roman Empire? Perhaps she 
has never even heard of the Edict of Milan, which 
began the transformation of the Roman Empire from 
a pagan to a Christian realm. The History of the 
Church by Eusebius may do much to enlighten her. 
Has she ever heard of St. Theodosius and his edicts, 
or the vast changes brought about by the conversion 
of St. Viadimir to Orthodoxy? 

Has this woman never even examined the im- 
pact of the heretical theology of the Papacy and its 
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spawn, Martin Luther (the instigator of her own sect), 
upon history? A few books about the sacking of Con- 
stantinople and the causes of the Thirty Years War 
could be of invaluable help to her understanding of 
the impact of Christian theology — even its hereti- 
cal deviations — upon history. The foolishness and 
delusions go further still. 

‘The belief that, in history, female deities fostered 
some form of “equality” and that the “patriarchal” 
religions foster inequality and war, is an outright lie, 
It is a lie of seeming importance to many of the at- 
tendees of this conference, but easily disproven. 
Consider the female goddesses of the Greeks, the 
Romans, the Egyptians and the Mesopotamians. 

Are the “theologians” of the Western Confessions 
so ignorant that they have never read Homer? 
Artemis, Hera and Athena play major, and murder- 
ous, roles in the Trojan War. This is the role of the 
stone and bronze frauds worshipped as goddesses by 
the Hellenes. Did the female deities of the Roman 
Empire ever keep their adherents from butchering 
Christians in the arenas and in the prisons of the 
Empire? Did the goddesses of Egypt and Assyria ever 
restrain their adherents from waging wars against 
each other and every other nation within striking dis- 
tance? Did these goddesses do anything to prevent or 
even condemn slavery? History, apparently unknown 
to the attendees of this conference, tells us that these 
goddesses were hardly advocates of peace or equality. 
Nor did they exist anyway. 

‘Equally removed from reality is the contention that 
God speaks through shamans! At least this is so ac- 
cording to a Korean “theologian”, Hyung Kyung Chung, 
speaking at the conference (cited in the same article). 
How often do common sense, history, and Christian 
‘Tradition have to be insulted before modernists in the 
Orthodox Church are willing to shake the dust from 
their feet and walk away from this pollution? Sha- 


manism, spiritism and magic are absurdities, super- 
stitions, raised to the level of idolatry. The life of St. 
Cyprian —who renounced his bogus magic to embrace 
Christianity — speaks to this point. So does the vie- 
tory of St. Constantine over the idolater Emperor 
Maximian. No matter how many entrails of murdered 
children, virgins and unborn babies the seers of 
Maximian examined, their conclusion was wrong. 
Maximian lost in battle against St. Constantine. 

Does it bother no one among the Orthodox mod- 
ernists that these ecumenical gatherings are held 
with people who believe in magic and fortune tell- 
ing? One would hope that superstitions like this 
would have been forgotten (or laughed at) by the end 
of the twentieth century, not revived by gatherings 
of supposed adherents of Christianity. Yet, the clergy 
of some jurisdictions in Orthodoxy continue to en- 
gage in dangerous and wasteful games with people 
who believe in magic and superstitions. 

‘There are no female goddesses, only the True God 
— Father, Son and Holy Spirit — and it is for the 
true God that ancient and modern martyrs (many of 
whom are women) have willingly spilt their blood. 
Jesus Christ is not a woman — both history and the 
Church know this and don't engage in feminist fan- 
tasy about the Savior's gender. The idea of keeping 
company with people who would assert as much is 
as revolting as keeping company with an heretical 
Patriarch of the West who fancies himself infallible. 

Ecumenists in Orthodox Christianity are faced 
with a simple choice: continue to engage in these 
“bad-faith” ecumenical relations — risking spiritual 
contamination — or engage in the true ecumenical 
efforts that start within the Church Herself — a re- 
turn to the teachings of the Church, an understand- 
ing of the Church Fathers, the spirit of Her martyrs 
and a “witnessing” of authentic Orthodoxy to the 
Western confessions. 


SOMEWHAT HOPEFUL SIGNS... 


We might hope that somebody is paying a little 
bit of attention to what happens when “open-mind- 
edness” mutates into “ecumania”. According to a 
copyrighted Knight-Ridder/Tribune story released 
1 Sept. 1993 under the byline of Michael Hirsley of 
the Chicago Tribune, 


“Religious diversity reigned Tuesday at the Par- 
liament of the World’s Religions, ranging from har- 
mony to acrimony to downright confusion over leaked 
documents and a nature-worshiping group's plan for 


ritual use of Grant Park. The wide variety of par- 
ticipants at the parliament had a double-edged effect. 
It inspired Chicago-area religious leaders to sign an 
agreement to create an ongoing local interreligious 
council. But it upset Orthodox Christian represen- 
tatives so much that they canceled their involvement 
in the eight-day parliament. 

“Stating that the international religious 
gathering’s purpose seemed to be ‘compromised’ by 
the ‘distinctive participation of certain quasi-religious 
groups,’ the cancellation notice from the Greek 
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Orthodox Diocese of Chicago concluded: 
“[t would be inconceivable for Orthodox Christian- 

ity to establish a perceived relationship with groups 

which profess no belief in God or a supreme being. 

“Although the Orthodox communiqué did not 
specify who was objectionable, its concerns seemed 
to be directed at participants such as witches and 
neo-pagans. They have been given a forum at the 
rare international interfaith gathering, alongside 
Christian and non-Christian faith groups from 
around the globe. 

“During a parliament session about U.S. religious 
pluralism Tuesday, researcher Diana Eck of Harvard 
University said, ‘We must take care not to describe 
religious traditions as stones ... unchangeable ... they 
are like rivers, changing, and at times, torrential.” 
Her words proved apt for Tuesday’s hectic flow of 
activities. In addition to Chicago-area leaders meet- 
ing, discussing and signing a covenant to work for 
the community's first multi-religious interfaith 
group, and Orthodox Christians suddenly deciding 
to withdraw from the parliament: 

Neo-pagans won the right to hold a ritual out- 
door “moon” ceremony in Grant Park Wednesday 
night. 

—A Navajo delegation went to the Field Mu- 
seum of Natural History to hold a ‘reblessing’ cer- 
emony for tribal masks, medicine bundles and reli- 
gious artifacts stored there. They also met with a 
museum official to initiate talks about returning such 
belongings to their people. 

—A ‘Declaration of Global Ethic’ — decrying en- 
vironmental destruction, sexual abuse and discrimi 
nation, the ‘insane death of children from violence’ 
and ‘aggression and hatred in the name of religion’ — 
was leaked, and then released, before it was formally 
considered by an assembly of top religious leaders, 
cach of whom will decide whether to sign it. 


“The Rev. David Ramage, chairman of the parlia- 
ment, spoke out both on the global ethic document 
and on the Orthodox cancellation. Declaring a global 
ethic is of ‘enormous significance,’ he said, While the 
religious community must avoid threats or sanctions, 
this statement makes it clear that whenever anyone 


does violence or kills in the name of religion, every- 
one in the world can say, No. That is not right. You 
are out of the pale.’ 

“In one of its strongest sections, the statement 
declares, ‘Time and again we see leaders and mem- 
bers of religions incite aggression, fanaticism, hate 
and xenophobia — even inspire and legitimate vio- 
lent and bloody conflicts ... we are filled with dis- 
gust.’ In another, it says no religion or government 
has the right ‘to “cleanse,” to exile, much less to liq- 
uidate a “foreign” minority which is different in be- 
havior or holds different beliefs.’ The nine-page state- 
ment will be discussed by a group of some 200 top 
religious leaders meeting in closed sessions on the 
parliament's last three days. Two years in the writ- 
ing by a group headed by Roman Catholic theolo- 
gian Hans Kiing of Switzerland, who has often been 
at odds with and censured by the Vatican, the global 
ethic was sent to parliament leaders for perusal prior 
to the meeting. 

“On the Orthodox Christians’ decision to discon- 
tinue being part of the parliament, Ramage said, ‘We 
regret this very much.’ However, he said, ‘We un- 
derstand that these communities are not comfort- 
able with being in conversation with the breadth of 
religious participation actively present at this 
parliament.” 


Unfortunately, however, it seems that any glim- 
mer of hope raised by such a sensible withdrawal is 
considerably dimmed by other events, even more 
centrally related to the “Orthodox” hierarchies... 

Future articles in this series will give a much 
farther-reaching perspective as to what this “Parlia- 
ment” really was, look again at the “Re-imagining’, 
provide some glimpses of the secrecy-shrouded “Insti- 
tute for World Spirituality” meetings held last sum- 
mer at St. Savva’s Monastery (Serbian Orthodox) and 
to be held this summer at St. Procopius’ Abbey (Ro- 
man Catholic). As indicated in the header, we have 
good reason to suppose that all these goings-on are 
related as well to the sophianist (wisdom-worshipping) 
heresy perpetrated by the so-called “Paris theologians” 
early in this century. Participation of additional read- 
ersiwriters in the ongoing exploration is invited. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
of the 
Pastoral Conference of the Clergy of the Western Part of the Canadian Diocese 


During the proceedings of the conference headed by His 
Eminence, Metropolitan Vitaly, and as a result of delib- 
erations relative to matters touching parish life and 
activity, the clergy of the provinces of Alberta and 
British Columbia decided to propose for His Eminence’s 
approval the following resolutions, which must be put 
into effect in the parishes of the western part of the 
Canadian Diocese. All the resolutions set forth below 
are by no means decisions of the present conference, but 
only reminders of the directives and resolutions of many 
Councils of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad and 
previous clergy conferences of the Russian Orthodox 
Church Abroad. 


1) RELATIVE TO IMPARTING THE HOLY 
MYSTERIES. 

In fulfilling the canonical rules of the Orthodox 
Church relating to persons worthy to receive the Holy 
Mysteries, it is recommended that the clergy strictly see 
to it that [the Holy Mysteries] are not imparted to 
persons in the following categories: 

a) Those belonging to non-Orthodox denominations. 

b) Those not married in a lawful Orthodox Church 
wedding. 

©) Those of dubious and unworthy moral behavior. 

d) Those receiving the Holy Mysteries in other 
Orthodox Churches and jurisdictions not having com- 
munion in prayer with the Russian Orthodox Church 
Abroad. 

e) Those who do not fulfill the rules obligatory for 
members of the Orthodox Church. 


2) RELATIVE TO THE MYSTERY OF BAPTISM. 

a) Baptisms in heterodox “churches” are considered 
by the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad as ineffica- 
cious, and, therefore, all heterodox newly desirous of 
uniting themselves to the jurisdiction of the ROCA are 
to be received only by full baptism. 

b) The baptism of infants and adults must be per- 
formed by full immersion without exception. 


c) Persons who consider themselves Orthodox, but 
are unsure of the correctness of their baptism, are to be 
received by full baptism with the blessing of the ruling 
hierarch. 

4) Inreceiving people from other Orthodox jurisdic- 
tions, it is necessary to be very careful relative to the 
validity and correctness of their baptism. 


3) RELATIVETOTHEMYSTERY OF MARRIAGE. 

a) It is forbidden to perform weddings on days not 
authorized by Orthodox Church law. 

b) A wedding of a mixed marriage is only to be 
performed with the permission of the ruling hierarch in 
each separate case without exception, and in such in- 
stances the non-Orthodox spouse must make a pledge in 
writing, promising to agree to the Orthodox baptism of 
any children and their upbringing in the Orthodox spirit. 


4) RELATIVE TO OCCASIONALSERVICES AND 
COMMEMORATIONS. 

a) It is not allowed to perform funerals for, serve 
panichidas and molebens for, and commemorate at the 
proskomedia, those belonging to other, heterodox de- 
nominations. 

b) Funerals are forbidden to those people who, by 
their own desire, give their bodies over to cremation 


5) ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 
) Itis recommend that rectors see to the splendid 
appearance and order of their churches, in accordance 
with the best traditions of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
) That [rectors] announce in their parishes about the 
renewal of spiritual life in the Holy Protection Convent 
near Bluffton, in the province of Alberta, and encourage 
their parishioners, as much as possible, to visit the 
convent and to contribute toward its maintenance. 


‘Translated from Pravoslavnyj Vestnik (The Orthodox Herald) of 
the Dioceses of New York and Canada, Russian Orthodox Church 
Abroad, No. 68-69, September/October 1993. 
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Luke's good works, with the assistance of grandfather 
George, are no less vital than those of others, whose con- 
tributions may be more “hands-on”. Below, carpenter Bob 
(I hate laying block!”) assists the youngest resident, 
Rachel Marie, in laying the final block of the foundation. 
‘This long-awaited event was greeted by all of us with great 
relief... at last, the job was out of the mud! Shortly after, 
on the feast of St. Patrick, the newly-completed founda- 
tion was blessed. At last, it was time to begin the framin, 

and the work was no longer completely dependent on the 
weather, to be held up for days after yet another downpour 
or freezing spell. As the work continued, Matthew, who 


the ground filled with piles of block 
and rock and sand and mud puddles. 


‘The beginning of frame construction, 
however, brought with it a greatly 
escalated need for funds for constru 
tion materials. Most of the basic 
structural materials have been made 
available without prepayment by the 
kindness of our friend Cotton § 
Dawson and his family (we don’t 
even have a bill yet). But windows 
and doors, nails, plywood, and a host 


continues to serve as we struggle along to- 
ward a new rectory/parish house, with the 
blessing of Viadyka Hilarion. Despite the 
dreadful winter and the shortage of funds, 
by God’s grace work is well underway. We 
offer our thanksgiving for the many whose 
contributions, both great and small, have 
aided the work so far... not least the young- 
est, Luke, who has embarked early upon a 
career of good works! 


iad been a somewhat reluctant assistant 
blocklayer, began to become an 
astic carpenter's apprentice 

Floor plans, the fruit of night after night 
of struggle to make things fit in a rea- 
sonable way (sometimes the kitchen 
serves just three or four, more often six 
or eight, and not infrequently fifteen or 
twenty or more... several different kinds 
of kitchen!), began to give birth to some- 
ing more rewarding than a big hole in 


friends and neighbors, with gratifying response. Work moved 
along quickly, and by the beginning of Holy Week the second- 
floor walls were well begun. Unfortunately, Carpenter Bob wore 
out at that point, and moved on to greener pastures. Grateful as 
we were for his assistance, it has been a blessing for us to con- 
tinue the work ourselves, in our own way. Just in time, one of 
our own spiritual children, Michael Woer!, a retired professional 
roofer, came for a working visit together with son Gregory, wafted 


begun. At press time, however, all the rafters and decking are 
finished, felt paper has been applied to almost the entire roof, 
and the installation of the metal is imminent. 


Nis 


of other materials and some tools, have of necessity been 
purchased on store accounts or the ubiquitous charge card, 
Your assistance and generosity (and prayers!) are urgently 
needed. 


The construction of the first-floor deck (carried on 6x8 
oak beams atop the pillars) now seems a dim memory, as 
does Rachel Marie's early spring swim in the pond (then 
swollen by spring rains, now at much lower level... but 
with hopes for a final level not very different from that 
seen here) shortly after the first-floor walls were com- 
pleted. Soon thereafter, we were thankful for the assis 

tance of multiple muscles as the oak beams (the largest 
‘an 18' 6x10) were raised... a general call went out 10 


through the air (and assisted) by our mutual fri 
and pilot Maurice Sill, to give the roof decking work 
a major boost. As pictured here (Michael at left, 
Maurice at right, Matthew hidden behind the tree), 
the rafter work is still underway and the decking just 


‘Once again, we thank those who have been so generous 
and helpful, with prayer as well as material aid. Certainly, 
much has been accomplished. We beg your continued as- 
sistance, in whatever way and to whatever degree you are 
able. Please do help fill up that thermometer, so the con- 
struction bills may be paid and we may speedily complete a 
reasonable home for your publishers and the many guests 
here... may we someday number you among them! 


PASCHAL EPISTLE — 1930 
MetroPoutan ANTHONY (KHRAPOVITSKY) 


During these sacred days, believers have a fore- 
taste of that endless joy of which they will be counted 
worthy in the other world, after the end of their 
earthly life. The grace of God promised us in the life 
to come enters into the hearts of those who pray on 
this grace-filled day, and they have a foretaste of the 
joy of the days to come. Of this the Lord spoke thus: 
“But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain 
that world, and the resurrection from the dead, nei- 
ther marry, nor are given in marriage: neither can 
they die any more: for they are equal to the angels; 
and are the children of God, being the children of 
the resurrection” (Luke 20:35,36). 

You see, we are called to be children of the resur- 
rection; in this lies the essence of our hope, which 
“we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
steadfast, and which entereth into that within the 
veil; whither the forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jesus, made a High Priest for ever after the order of 
Melchizedek” (Heb. 6:19,20). 

Ordinary people usually do not feel the joyous 
truth; they do not even wish to think about this joy- 
ous hope, letting slip out of their hands, by their own 
negligence, the anchor of that hope, which reconciles 
us to the injustices of life that surround us, return- 
ing to the hearts of pious people only during the spe- 
cial holy hours of their earthly lives, and primarily 
on the night of the Resurrection of Christ. 

‘This is what happened seventy years ago in the 
lives of Orthodox Christians in Syria and Palestine. 
‘At that time the godless Moslems exterminated all 
the Orthodox Arabs in those parts. After unsuccess- 
ful attempts to persuade them to renounce Christ 
and accept Islam, they bound the Christians and laid 
them on the ground, face down; then, holding above 
their heads a wood-cutting saw, they shouted at them: 
“Say ‘There is no God but Allah, and Mohammed is 
his prophet!” This took place during the days of Holy 
Pascha, when the local Christians glorify our Lord 
Jesus Christ with particular enthusiasm, not only 
in the churches, but also in the streets, putting away 
all their fear. And there they were bound and cast 
upon the ground, unable even to raise their heads, 
and they answered: “No! We say: Christ is risen 
from the dead! The Moslems then sawed off their 
heads from the back and cast them away from their 
lifeless bodies. 

‘Tell me, who is more blessed — these children of 
the resurrection who, daring the tortures preliminary 
to death, so courageously spurned the temptation of 
apostasy, or our fathers and grandfathers who en- 


It ls the Day of Resurrection, 
Let us be radiant, O ye people; 
Pascha, the Lord’s Paschal 


joyed freedom and also rejoiced during the days of 
Christ's Resurrection, but who frequently darkened 
that joy by gluttony and drunkenness? For wine has 
never been a friend of chastity and purity, as St. Basil 
the Great said. Only those who are “pure in heart” 
(Matt. 5:8) are able to see God. The Apostle Paul 
writes to the Hebrews on the same subject: “Follow 
peace with all men, and holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). 

It is not for everyone, and it is not always easy to 
be at peace with everyone, when the scum of the 
earth, led by the enemies of Christ, i. e., those who 
have rejected Him, have seized control of Holy Rus- 
sia and perform their blasphemies around the holy 
churches on the night of the Resurrection of Christ 
and on the day of His Nativity. However, neither the 
tribulations of Christ's flock, nor the burned-out and 
demolished holy churches and monasteries should 
take from us the joy of the Resurrection. “I will see 
you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh from you” (Jn, 16;22)— thus said 
the Lord to His discipies on the night of His betrayal. 

If we were always to keep before the eyes of our 
mind these indubitable truths, we would not fall into 
despair among the physical and spiritual sufferings 
we are enduring, but would firmly believe him who 
said: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Who according to His abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the res- 
urrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,... reserved 
in heaven for you” (I Peter 1:3,4). Let us also take to 
heart these other words of the apostle: “Wherein ye 
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, 
ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 
that the trial of your faith, being much more pre- 
cious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire...” (I Peter 1:6,7). 

Fourteen years ago such a call to joy amid suffer- 
ings would not have been understood by Russian 
society; but now, for the poor Russian exiles and refu- 
gees, these consoling words fall upon their very heart, 
for the words of St. Paul apply to us: “For ye... took 
joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in your- 
‘selves that ye have in heaven a better and enduring 
substance” (Heb. 10:34). 

‘The door to these goods was opened to us by the 
Lord on the feast of His resurrection from the dead. 
‘Therefore, without dwelling upon any of our sorrows, 
let us cry aloud: “This is the day which the Lord 
hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein” 
(Ps_ 17:24). 
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HOLY PROTECTION SKETE, BLUFFTON, ALBERTA 


By God’s mercy, on the 19th of July of this year, the Holy 
Protection Skete at Bluffton, in Canada, was again opened by the 
Most Reverend Valdyka Metropolitan Vitaly. This is one of the 
oldest monasteries of North America. 

‘The Skete was founded in 1932 by Archbishop Joasaph. Here, 
for more than fifty years, prayer continued uninterrupted, together 
with the difficult labors of the Skete’s inhabitants. 

In 1990, the Skete came under the personal control of His 
Eminence, Viadyka Vitaly. The aforesaid Skete consists of a 
wonderful wooden church with a bell tower, constructed in the 


Fe a 
SS =. ‘es northern Russian style, without a single nail, and other buildings and 
ey ine houses for the sisters, the priest and pilgrims, who already now are 


7 =, regularly visiting to work and pray in the convent. But the Skete is in 
extreme need of urgent renovation before the coming winter: It is 


selon. imperative to install new windows, to insulate the walls and doors, to 
replace the old, leaky roof, to build an iconostasis in the winter house 
church, to install a new pump in the well, and to restore much else, since the old has become dilapidated, 


We ask you to respond to our humble request, to help us, for Christ’s sake, to renew this monastery of our 
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, which is one of the most grace-filled, though also humble. And we, with much 
gratitude, will commemorate you in our daily, humble prayers. 


Superior of the Holy Protection Skete, 
Unworthy nun Amvrosia with the sisters 


Protection of the Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Convent 
R.2; Bluffton, Alberta TOC 0MO Canada 


A WONDROUS OCCURRENCE 


My story is one of a miracle, which 
took me years to realize that it had actu- 
ally happened. 

When my daughter was about one 
year old, we lived on a very busy high- 
‘way. One day, my. brother came to visit 
us, and unintentionally left the side gate 
‘open. Hooked out to see who had arrived, 
and to my horror spotted the open gate 

Realizing that my daughter was miss- 
ing, I panicked. Running as fast as I 
could, I dashed toward the road, and saw 
a woman standing close to the edge of 
the footpath, holding my daughter's arm 
While the steady flow of fast-moving cars 
continued 

‘The woman wore no expression on 
her face, nor did she say a word. When 
my daughter saw me, she started to pull 
free; and as she did, the woman let go. In 
all my excitement and relief, I forgot about 
the woman who saved my daughter. 

Thugged my daughter and started to 
walk away. Seeing my husband and 


brother coming toward us, I sai, “That 
woman saved our daughter's life.” 

As I tuned around to thank her — 
she was gone! 

Inamatter of two or three seconds, 
she had vanished into thin air. Itwasn’t 
until some years later that I was to re- 
alize who this woman was. 

This realization came to me when 
my mother gave me an icon of St. 
Catherine. As I looked at this icon, I 
recognized that this was the woman 
‘who was standing by the road that fate- 
ful day many years ago! 

‘As my daughter's name is 
Catherine, I have no doubts that my 
Cathy was saved by her patron saint. 
My only deep regret is that I was not 
able to thank this great saint for her mi- 
raculous intervention. 


— Maria Cross Larin 
December 1993 
SW, Australia 


REDISCOVERING EASTER 


By Jim Forest 


In his book Orthodoxy, G.K. Chesterton, the 
writer best known for his Father Brown detective 
stories, describes a British explorer setting off to dis- 
cover a new island in the South Seas but by miscal- 
culation landing instead at the Pavilion at Brighton 
(a pagan temple, he assumes, used by the local can- 
nibals). 

The explorer who merely discovers his own back 
yard may look like a blockhead to the detached ob- 
server, Chesterton comments, but his mistake is re- 
ally an enviable one. For “what could be more de- 
lightful than to have in the same few minutes all the 
fascinating terrors of going abroad combined with 
all the humane security of coming home again?” 

Chesterton's point was that it is time for Chris- 
tians to rediscover their own religion, at the very 
center of which is Christ risen from the dead. 

Easter is, of course, as familiar to us as the 
Brighton Pavilion is to the English. Pascha is cel- 
ebrated in every church whatever its theological and 
liturgical tendency, high or low. In even the most 
holiday-resistant Quaker Meeting, at least one voice 
will be raised out of the silence on Easter Sunday to 
take note of the resurrection. 

But within Christianity today, the great guard- 
ians and celebrators of Easter are the Orthodox. 

It is striking that in the western Church the pre- 
eminent holiday is Christmas, though this wasn’t 
always the case. In fact there was no celebration of 
the nativity of Jesus in the early Church. 

Perhaps the reason we in the west have espe- 
cially taken to Christmas is because of the Age of 
Reason and all that led up to it and has been stamped 
by it. The birth of Jesus is something the most rea- 
sonable person can accept effortlessly—if Jesus lived, 
surely he was born. Whether we think he was God 
Incarnate or simply an itinerant rabbi who uninten- 
tionally created a movement we call Christianity, still 
we can celebrate his birthday. But nothing is more 
at odds with reason than believing a murdered man, 
Son of God and Savior of the world, rose from the 
dead. Therefore Easter is an embarrassment to many, 
something best explained allegorically: “The disciples 
had an inner experience of Christ after he was dead 
and buried...” 

Meanwhile, down through the centuries the Or- 
thodox have centered their religious lives on the most 
ancient and central of Christian feasts, a tradition that 
shows no signs of abating. Go to any Orthodox Church 
for the last hour or two of Lent and you will find it so 


packed that, as they say in Russia, “an apple cannot 
fall.” 

My first experience of such an Easter occurred 
in 1987 at a parish church on the outskirts of Kiev. I 
was staying with one of the parish priests and there- 
fore arrived somewhat early—10 pm—but already a 
steady stream of people was walking up the dark 
hillside. By the time the service began there must 
have been 2,000 people jammed inside and again as 
many around the church. 

My host, Father Boris, thought it best to put me 
on the altar side of the iconostasis where there was 
space and even a few ancient chairs. I was, at first, 
disappointed. A true Orthodox Easter is spent stand- 
ing in the crowd. But at that time I was new to the 
Orthodox tradition of standing prayer and perhaps 
wouldn't have been able to take a full five hours on 
my feet at a time when normally I would be asleep. 

Through the central doors of the iconostasis, I 
had a view of a table heaped with Easter bread— 
kulich—and beyond it a sea of faces illumined by 
candle light. 

Among those who stood out from my vantage 
point was a group of teen-agers who seemed never 
to have been in church before. Unlike those around 
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them, they didn’t engage in the body language of 
Orthodox prayer: didn't cross themselves, didn’t bow. 
The girls were without scarves. The tallest, a young 
woman, had short blond hair cut in punkish style 
and blue-shadowed eyes. What alert eyes!—round 
as saucers, watching everything with wonder. Now 
and then she pointed out to the boy next to her some- 
thing that had caught her attention. There was great 
excitement in her face. I wondered if someday I might 
return and discover her wearing a scarf and cross- 
ing herself. 

Four priests and a deacon were gathered around 
the altar. The dean of the church, Father Nicholas, 
was a handsome man with a moustache and goatee. 
‘Across from him was an older priest, an especially 
joyous character, despite a stroke that gave him little 
use of his left arm and leg. With his right hand, the 
old man directed the clerics in their singing, offering 
many gestures of encouragement and appreciation. 

‘At times it seemed like anarchy at the altar, with 
whispers and sign language about what to do next. 
One of the priests would start singing something and 
another would cut him off with an urgent whisper, 
“Not yet, not yet!” Then someone else would take the 
lead. The scene at times was wild and disordered 
but always amiable. 

Lent ranits final hour in a somber tone yet charged 
with expectancy. We were like people standing outside 
the tomb containing Christ's dead body, at the same 
time awaiting a flash of lightning that would shatter 
death itself. 

Easter itself began with a procession, three slow 
turns around the church. Those already outside 
parted to make way for the procession. In every hand 
was a candle. Then came a sung reading of the res- 
urrection story from the Gospel. After incensing the 
icon of Christ standing on the broken gates of hell 
while raising Adam and Eve from their tombs, the 
dean sang out the announcement, “Christos 
voskresye!” Christ is risen! To this everyone re- 
sponded in one voice, “Veyeestino voskresye!” Truly 
he is risen! The procession made its way back into 
the church, everyone singing again and again the 
Easter hymn: “Christ is risen from the dead, tram- 
pling down death by death, and upon those in the 
tomb bestowing life.” 

During the procession there was an explosion of 
bell-ringing. Russian bells sing their own Easter 
hymn in a particular pattern of sound that rejoices 
in the victory of life over death. 

It is impossible to put on paper how this mixture 
of singing and bell-ringing sounds in the dead of night 
amidst many hundreds of candles and clouds of in- 


cense. The sound was like a deep shudder in the 
earth. 

Back inside the church there was hardly air to 
breathe. The priests arranged themselves in front of 
the iconostasis and sang the opening five verses of 
the Gospel According to St. John: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God....The light shines in the darkness and 
the darkness has not overcome it.” This was done first 
in Church Slavonic, then in Ukrainian, Russian, 
Greek, Latin, English, French and German. “The more 
languages we use in singing the Easter Gospel,” a 
friend from Moscow explained, “the better we like it. I 
was in a church once where they sang the Gospel text 
in twelve languages. It made the whole world present.” 

Later came the traditional reading of the Easter 
sermon of St. John Chrysostom: “Enter then, all of 
you into the joy of our Lord. First and last, receive 
alike your reward. Rich and poor, dance together. You 
who have fasted and you who have not fasted, re- 
joice today. The table is fully laden: let all enjoy 
it...land] let none go away hungry. Let none lament. 
his poverty; for the universal Kingdom is revealed, 
Let none bewail his transgressions; for the light of 
forgiveness has risen from the tomb. Let none fear 
death; for the death of the Savior has set us free...” 

‘After the five-hour service—vespers, Easter proc- 
lamation, morning prayer, Eucharist—the crowd out- 
side parted to form a pathway about two yards wide 
which was lined with baskets full of food, each bas- 
ket feebly lit by a candle struggling against the wind. 
A priest lavishly doused every basket with water 
blessed at the Easter service, at the same time show- 
ering everything and everyone. So many people were 
there to have their baskets blessed that the circles 
kept reforming. It took more than an hour for the 
four priests, working in turns, to bless every basket. 

Even then the night was far from over. While the 
congregation walked back to Easter morning meals 
in their own apartments, the staff went into the par- 
ish house, an old one-storey wooden building that 
clung precariously to the edge of the hill, where a 
heavily laden table awaited us: brightly painted Eas- 
ter eggs, high loaves of kulich, a pyramid-like mound 
of pascha (a treat made from butter, icing sugar, 
cream cheese and a bit of congnac), home-made sau- 
sage, sliced meat, wine and vodka. We remained to- 
gether until after dawn. 

‘That night in Kiev in 1987 was far from my first 
Easter, and yet (here I am like Chesterton's explorer) 
it was. My exhaustion, my entrapment in the ordi- 
nary, my preoccupations, ambitions and worries— 
all had vanished into joy. 
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If the main gift I have received again and again 
from the Orthodox Church has been nothing less than 
Easter, this is something that has become insepa- 
rable from the austere richness of Great Lent. I have 
come to understand that Orthodoxy guards the trea- 
sure of the resurrection by preserving the disciplines 
of spiritual life that make us more capable of experi- 
encing Easter. 

In Orthodoxy, Lent doesn't begin abruptly but 
takes root gradually over several weeks. The Sun- 
day of the Publican and the Pharisee is followed by 
the Sunday of the Prodigal Son, both of which point 
to the season of repentance the Church will soon 
enter upon, Next comes “Meat-fare Sunday” after 
which abstention from meat begins. And then 
“Cheese-fare Sunday,” after which the fast excludes 
dairy products and eggs. This day marks the final 
border crossing into Great Lent. 

Inmy own mind, the real entry into Lent is Cheese- 
fare Sunday, also known as Forgiveness Sunday. On 
this day, directly after the Liturgy or later in the day 
at vespers time, each person is called upon to seek 
forgiveness from everyone else in the parish, and to 
offer forgiveness to them. “Let us call brothers even 
those who hate us,” declares one of the Easter verses 
sung in Orthodox churches, “and forgive all by the 
Resurrection,” 

‘This annual face-to-face asking for forgiveness 
is a ritual hardly known outside of Orthodoxy. It is 
certuinly not a ritual anyone could dismiss as empty. 
In my parish this year, before the whole congrega- 
tion, one of our priests begged his wife to forgive him 
for his neglect and frequent times away. Each of us 
has something quite burdensome to confess to at least 
one other person in the church. There are many tears 
and much embracing. 

Orthodox see mutual forgiveness as an essential 
precondition to our individual and corporal passage 
through Lent toward Easter. Fast by all means, for 
we live our spiritual life in body as well as soul, but 
even more important, repent and forgive. 

One of the most striking characteristics of Ortho- 
dox spiritual life is the way in which the spiritual and 
physical are always connected—just as the spiritual 
life is seen as connecting us to those around us and 
requiring our physical as well as spiritual response to 
their urgent needs. (As I heard it put in an Easter 
sermon that year of my “first” Easter: “Bread for my- 
self is a material question. Bread for my neighbor is a 
spiritual question.”) 

Christ was raised from the dead in body and soul. 
Easter underlines the oneness of body and soul. This 
is why Orthodox pray not only in soul but in body, 


inner activity finding its outer “clothing” in various 
gestures, from making the sign of the cross to occa- 
sionally prostrating oneself on the floor. We bow to- 
ward the Gospel as it is carried through the church, 
for Christ is present in his Word. We kiss the icons 
and the cross: these are signs of connection to the 
communion of saints and the instruments of salva- 
tion. We light candles: the flame of prayer struck 
within us becomes one with the main source of light 
in the church. Again and again, inner action is rein- 
forced by outer action, and vice versa, There is some- 
thing of Easter in all these linkages 

Similarly there are also specific physical actions 
associated with each liturgical season. In a season 
especially set aside for repentance and forgiveness, 
the meatless Lenten diet is a proclamation of peace 
with the animal kingdom. At least for the 50 days or 
so leading up to Easter, we eat the fare of Adam and 
Eve, 

If one is used to eating meat, it is something of a 
jolt to ban it from one’s table. We live in a secular 
age that tends to regard religious belief as more or 
less odd, and religious ritual as even worse, while 
fasting (unless justified for reasons of health) is a 
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word that seems to belong to another century. But 
once the step is made, and not only meat but wine 
and beer and other treats disappear from the table, 
the freshness of mind that one experiences reveals 
unarguably the wisdom contained in liturgical tra- 
dition and its associated disciplines. Dietary restric- 
tions entered upon for penitential reasons prove not 
tobe hairshirts after all. Thus one begins not only to 
look forward to Easter but to Great Lent as well. 

And the reason is simple: What makes us ready 
for the resurrection is itself illuminated by the 
resurrection. 


March 11, 1993 

Jim Forest 

Kanisstraat 5 

1811 GJ Alkmaar / Holland 

tel (+31.72) 11.25.45; fax 15.41.80 
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Ifany be a devout lover of God, let him partake with glad- 
ness from this fair and radiant feast. Ifany be a faithful servant, 
let him enter rejoicing into the joy of his Lord. If any have 
wearied himself with fasting, let him now enjoy his reward. If 
any have labored from the first hour, let him receive today his 
rightful due. Ifany have come after the third, let him celebrate 
the feast with thankfulness. If any have arrived after the sixth, 
Jet him not be in doubt, for he will suffer no loss. If any have 
delayed until the ninth, let him not hesitate but draw neat. If 
any have arrived only at the eleventh, let him not be afraid 
because he comes so late. For the Master is generous and ac- 
cepts the last even as the first. He gives rest to him who comes 
at the eleventh hour in the same way as o him who has labored 
from the first. He accepts the deed, and commends the 
intention, 

Enter then, all of you into the joy of our Lord. First and 
last, receive alike your reward. Rich and poor, dance together. 
You who have fasted and you who have not fasted, rejoice to- 
day, The table is fully laden: let all enjoy it. The calf is fatted: 
let none go away hungry. Let none lament his poverty; for the 
universal Kingdom is revealed. Let none bewail his transgres- 
sions: for the light of forgiveness has risen from the tomb. Let 
none fear death; for the death of the Savior has set us free. 

He has destroyed death by undergoing death. He has de- 
spoiled hell by descending into hell. Hell was filled with bitter- 
ness when it met thee face to face below: filled with bitterness, 
for it was brought to nothing; filled with bitterness, for it was 
mocked; filled with bitterness, for it was overthrown; filled with 
bitterness, for it was put in chains. It received a body, and en- 
countered God. It received earth, and confronted heaven. O 
death where is thy sting? 

hell, where is thy victory? Christ is risen, and thou art 
cast down. Christ is risen and the demons are fallen. Christ is 
risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns in 
freedom, Christ is risen, and there is none left dead in the tomb. 
For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the first- 
fruits of those that slepr. To him be glory and dominion to the 


ages of ages. 


—homily of St. John Chrysostom traditionally read aloud 
in the Orthodox Church at the Paschal All-Night Vigil 
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AKATHIST HYMN TO ALL SAINTS 
(CHANTED ON THE First SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


Koytaxroy T 
‘To all the saints, the chosen favorites of God, who 
through the ages have shone forth throughout the 
whole world and have received crowns of glory in 
heaven, let us offer hymnody of praise: As ye have 
great boldness before the Lord, free us from all mis- 
fortunes, that in laudation we may cry out to thee: 
Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Tkos I 

‘The council of the angels, reduced in number by the 
fall of the prideful angels, is fulfilled by you, O all ye 
saints. And it celebrateth with splendor on the day 
of your commemoration, and summoneth the whole 
world to spiritual gladness, And, emulating them, 
we ery out to you with joy: 

Rejoice, ye saints who were foreknown by God from 
the beginning and have been predestined for the 
glory of heaven; 

rejoice, ye who were chosen for the service of the Lord 
from among all generations, places and times! 

Rejoice, ye who justified your election by struggles 
of piety; 

rejoice, ye who by the example of your good works 
have shown us the straight path to heaven! 

Rejoice, ye who before the law of God was written 
down did live righteously according to the law of 
your conscience; 

rejoice, ye who under the shadow of the law did 
piously perfect your life! 

Rejoice, ye who under the new grace shone forth 
radiantly in the virtues; 

rejoice, ye who have pleased God well in these latter 
times and have received your reward with the 
first! 

Rejoice, ye who have passed from earthly sorrows to 
the rest of heaven; 

rejoice, ye who have been vouchsafed to behold the 
indescribable glory of God! 

Rejoice, ye who unceasingly praise the all-holy ‘Trinity 
with the choirs of the incorporeal ones; 

rejoice, ye who ever entreat the Trinity in behalf of 
all who honor you! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kontaxion IT 
The Orthodox Church of Christ, seeing itself adorned 
with the manifold choirs of the saints as with all- 
beauteous flowers, doth splendidly honor their 
memory, and magnifieth the all-pure Mother of God, 
and Christ God Who was born of her, crying out to 
Him the song of praise: Alleluia! 


Ios IT 
O holy favorites of God, entreat ye the Lord, that He 
grant enlightenment to our understanding; that, 
shaking off passionate earthly attachment, we may 
be upborne in heart and mind to the mansions of 
paradise which were promised unto you and which 
ye have inherited, that we may cry aloud to you with 

Joy: 

Rejoice, O forefathers and patriarchs of the Old Tes- 
tament, ye ancestors of Christ, the Son of God, 
according to the flesh; 

rejoice, for by the blessing of God your generations 
have been multiplied like unto the stars of the 
skies! 

Rejoice, ye who amid the darkness of the ungodli- 
ness which reigned of old maintained your faith 
in the true God; 

rejoice, ye who with hope looked forward to the prom- 
ised Redeemer! 

Rejoice, for from your tribe the all-holy lamp, the 
‘Theotokos Mary, shone forth; 

rejoice, for from her was the Vanquisher of death and 
hell born! 

Rejoice, ye who through faith in the coming Messiah 

have received salvation; 

rejoice, ye who through Him have received blessing 
instead of the ancient curse! 

Rejoice, ye who in hades awaited the coming of 
Christ; 

rejoice, ye who have been delivered by Him from the 
torments of hell! 

Rejoice, ye who have been led up to the heavens with 
glory; 

rejoice, ye who with the choirs of the angels have 
made your abode in the everlasting mansions of 
the heavenly Father! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kowraxton IIT 
Overshadowed by the power of the Most High, O 
saints, ye boldly arrayed yourselves against the air- 
borne principalities and powers of evil, and having 
set at nought their machinations, ye accomplished 
well all your goodly intentions, chanting to the 
omnipotent God Who loveth mankind: Alleluia! 


Ikos III 

0 ye holy prophets who have your all-glorious 

dwelling among the mansions of the abode of the 

heavenly Father, and are illumined by the everlast- 

ing light of the face of God, with all the saints ye 

truly delight in the ineffable blessedness; and we on 

earth, desiring to share therein, chant thus unto you: 

Rejoice, holy prophets chosen by God before ye were 
born; 

rejoice, ye who faithfully labored for Christ before 
His incarnation! 

Rejoice, ye who from childhood were sanctified by 
the grace of the Holy Spirit; 

rejoice, ye who were sent by the Lord to warn the 
lost children of Israel! 

Rejoice, ye who proclaimed beforehand the glorious 
nativity of Christ from the Virgin; 

rejoice, ye stars who heralded the coming of the true 
Sun! 

Rejoice, ye who boldly denounced the kings of Israel 
who violated the law; 

rajoice, ye who with the sword of the word of God did 
pitilessly cut down all the ungodliness of the 
people! 

Rejoice, ye faithful servants of the Lord who fulfilled 
all His desires; 

rejoice, ye who fearlessly proclaimed the truth in the 
face of rulers! 

Rejoice, ye who endured many tribulations in the 
world; 

rejoice, ye who with all the elect celebrate amid 
everlasting glory in heaven! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Konraxion IV 
Delivered from the tempest of life, O all ye saints, ye 
have passed over to the rest of heaven, to places of 
verdure and coolness, where there are torrents of 
indescribable sweetness, the incorrupt sustenance 
ofthe glory of God, and the hymns and voices of those 
who keep festival; and there ye hold festival with all 
the angelic hosts, chanting unto God: Alleluia! 


Ikos IV 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor hath the heart 

of earthly man been entered by the joys and delights 

which ye now enjoy, O holy apostles. Wherefore, with 
reverence we cry out to you: 

Rejoice with John the forerunner, O holy apostles, 
ye closest friends of Christ; 

rejoice, ye who after the all-holy Virgin Mary stand 
nearest the throne of the Holy Trinity! 

Rejoice, ye who announced to the world the mystery 
of our redemption; 

rejoice, ye who illumined the benighted people with 
the light of the Faith of Christ! 

Rejoice, ye who sowed the seed of the word of God in 
the hearts of men; 

rejoice, ye who reap the fruits of your labors in the 
heavenly vineyard! 

Rejoice, O holy fathers who by the seven Ecumenical 
Councils confirmed the Symbol of the Orthodox 
Faith; 

rejoice, ye who stilled the tempest of the ungodli- 
ness of heresy! 

Rejoice, ye who have made plain to us the dogmas of 
the Orthodox Faith; 

rejoice, ye who by your doctrine protect the Church 
of Christ from heresies and schisms even to this 
day! 

Rejoice, O holy hierarchs who shone forth radiantly 
in word and life; 

rejoice, ye who now dwell in never-waning light with 
‘your spiritual children! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kontakion V 
All the saints who served Thee faithfully on earth 
and have been redeemed by Thy divinely shed blood, 
Savior, now shine forth in the firmament of the 
Church like all-radiant stars, and they direct all of 
us who sail the sea of this life's passions to the 
straight path leading to the heavenly homeland; 
wherefore, with joy we thankfully hymn God for this, 
chanting: Alleluia! 


Ikos V 
Seeing that all things in this world are vain and party 
to corruption, O holy martyrs, ye strove to please 
the preéternal God and to exchange corruptible 
things for incorruptible by enduring cruel torments, 
for which ye have been counted worthy to stand in 
eternal giory before the awesome throne of the 


Master. Therein be thou ever mindful of us who cel- 

ebrate your memory and cry out to you such things 

as these: 

Rejoice, holy athletes who with your own blood sealed 
your right faith in Christ; 

rejoice, ye who feared not those who slay the body 
but are unable to slay the soul! 

Rejoice, ye who endured dreadful tortures; 

rejoice, ye who showed forth upon your bodies the 
marks of Christ's passion! 

Rejoice, ye who vanquished the savagery of the cruel 
tyrants; 

rejoice, ye who passed through fire and water and 
have entered into peace! 
Rejoice, ye confessors and hieromartyrs who suffered 
for piety and the veneration of the holy icons; 
rejoice, ye venerable martyrs who conversed with God 
in prayer and by your sufferings trampled the 
devil underfoot! 

Rejoice, ye who manfully took up arms for the glory 
and honor of the King of heaven; 

rejoice, ye who have received the honor of victory from 
Christ in heaven! 

Rejoice, ye who have received great grace from the 
Lord; 

rejoice, ye who on earth wrought many and divers 
miracles to the glory of God! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Koxtaxion VI 
‘The generations of Christians proclaim your glory, 
Oallye saints; for ye were shown to be like a garden 
planted in the Church, having the Tree of life, the 
Lord, in your midst; and tasting the sweetness of 
paradise through Him, ye spurned all the swiftly 
decaying things of this world and have joyfully en- 
tered into the heavenly vineyard, chanting: Alleluia! 


Ixos VI 

The right faith and virtues of the venerable fathers 
have shone forth like the sun upon the whole world 
and illumined for us the dark path of this life, that 
we might not stray into the wilderness of sin and 
soul-destroying heresies. Wherefore, we chant unto 
them with praise: 

Rejoice, O venerable fathers, who of your own will 
forsook the world and the things of this word for 
the sake of God's love; 

rejoice, O venerable mothers, who finished your 
earthly race in struggles day and night! 

Rejoice, ye dwellers in the wilderness, who lived with 
wild beasts in the caves and mountains; 


rejoice, ye fasters, who transcended this transitory 
life through hunger and thirst; 

Rejoice, ye stylites, who endured freezing cold and 
burning heat for the sake of the kingdom of 
heaven; 

rejoice, ye hermits, who sought God in stillness of 
heart! 

Rejoice, ye virgins, who preserved your chastity and 
followed Christ, the unblemished Lamb; 

rejoice, ye who were obedient, acquiring the humil- 
ity of Christ; 

Rejoice, ye who lived like angels in monastic com- 
munities with fraternal love one for another; 
rejoice, ye who were the wise and meek instructors 

of monastics! 

Rejoice, all ye who loved to labor, who acquired the 
perfection of the virtues; 

rejoice, ye who have entered into the rest of your 
Lord! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kontaxion VII 
‘The most good Lord desired to show the world that 
all who please Him well labor not in vain, but that a 
great reward hath been prepared for them in the 
kingdom of heaven; wherefore, He hath glorified the 
assemblies of His holy favorites, who served Him in 
divers ways on earth, that we also might emulate 
their life and, looking to obtain His eternal glory, may 
chant unto Him: Alleluia! 


Ixos VII 
He who believeth on Me, even if he die, yet shall he 
live, said the Lord. Unto you, O all ye saints, do 
these words most excellent apply; for even though 
ye died on earth in the flesh, yet, ever alive in soul in 
the mansions on high, ye perform many ineffable 
miracles in the world, and by your fervent media- 
tion before God aid us who cry aloud unto you thus: 
Rejoice, ye who recognized the true God with your 
mind which hath pondered higher things; 
rejoice, ye who maintained unadulterated your right 
Faith in the Holy Trinity! 
Rejoice, ye who confessed Christ, the Son of God, to 
be true God and perfect man; 
rejoice, ye who believed unwaveringly in His saving 
passion! 
Rejoice, ye who shine like stars with Orthodoxy; 
rejoice, ye who blossom forth like the palm-tree in 
righteousness! 
Rejoice, ye who lived in the flesh on earth, but in 
mind in heaven; 


rejoice, ye who by a transitory death passed over to 
never-ending life! 

Rejoice, ye who trod the narrow path of the Gospel; 

rejoice, ye who reached the kingdom of heaven 
through the narrow gate! 

Rejoice, ye heirs of eternal good things; 

rejoice, ye fervent mediators before God for our sal- 
vation! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kowtaxion VIII 

Presenting before our noetic eyes that heavenly land 
where all the saints rest after their earthly labors, 
even if we cannot attain unto the blessedness which 
is there, yet with our heart do we mortals who are 
clothed in the flesh envision and taste of it before- 
hand with faith, chanting unto God Who is wondrous 
in His saints: Alleluia! 


Tkos VIII 

Lord Almighty Who countest the multitude of the 
stars and givest names unto them all, Thou alone 
knowest the names of all who have pleased Thee well; 
and although we, the work of Thy hands, are greater 
in number than the sands of the sea, yet are we un- 
able to call all Thy saints by name, and can but name 
only the most excellent of Thy servants who from 
the beginning of the world have been well pleasing 
unto Thee, saying: 

Rejoice, O Adam and Eve, ye ancestors of the whole 
human race; 

rejoice, O Abel and Seth, ye first lovers of piety in 
the world! 

Rejoice, O Noah, thou second progenitor of our race, 
and thou, O Abraham, who received the covenant 
of God; 

rejoice, O Moses who beheld God, and thou, Aaron, 
the first priest of the old testament! 

Rejoice, O Enoch and Elijah, who partook not of death 
in the flesh and were caught up into heaven; 
rejoice, O Isaiah, David and Daniel, who beheld the 

mysteries of God Almighty! 

Rejoice, O Joachim and Anna, who gave birth to the 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of Christ our God; 

rejoice, O Peter, Paul, James and Jobn, ye most elect 
of the apostles of Christ! 

Rejoice, O Nicholas, Basil, Gregory, John and 
‘Athanasius, ye unshakable pillars of the Church 
of Christ; 

rejoice, O Anthony, Pachomius, Euthymius, Hilarion 
and Sabbas, ye great instructors of monks! 

Rejoice, O George, Demetrius, Eustratius and 


Panteleimon, ye great martyrs of Christ; 
rejoice, O Barbara, Irene, Parasceva and Catherine, 
and all ye martyrs who by your blood have mag- 
nified the triumph of the Faith! 
Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kowtaxion IX 
Emulating the angelic ranks, all Thy saints continu- 
ally glorify Thine all-holy name in heaven, crying 
out: Holy, holy holy! And with them we sinners also 
cry aloud on earth with lips of clay; Alleluia! 


Ixos IX 

Vain-minded orators are at a loss to say how ye who 

were men with like passions unto ours were not van- 

quished by the passions, O alll ye saints, and with 

your manliness conquered the incorporeal foe. But, 

glorifying the Lord Who strengthened you, we praise 

your valiant deeds and cry out with compunction: 

Rejoice, O ye saints who loved the Lord with all your 
heart; 

rejoice, ye who for the sake of His love spared not 
your lives! 

Rejoice, ye who conquered the world and the prince 
of this world; 

rejoice, ye who destroyed all the snares of the an- 
cient serpent as though they were a spider's web! 

Rejoice, ye who humbled yourselves beneath the 
mighty hand of the all-good providence of God; 

rejoice, ye who submitted your will to the will of the 
heavenly Father! 

Rejoice, ye who glorified the Lord in your souls and 
bodies; 

rejoice, ye who magnified Him in all your works! 

Rejoice, ye who lifted up your hands for the doing of 
good deeds; 

rejoice, ye who directed your steps to the straight 
path! 

Rejoice, ye who did not incline your hearts toward 
earthly riches and pleasures; 

rejoice, ye who ever thought of the good things of 
heaven and everlasting gladness! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kontaxion X. 
Walking aright the path of salvation, and learning 
the judgments of God's righteousness, O all ye saints, 
ye were shown to be like right fruitful trees by 
streams of water, and in due season brought unto 
God the fruit of your virtues. And now, delighting in 
ineffable blessedness in the heavenly Eden, be ye 
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mindful of us, your children, who praise your pater- 
nal concern for your salvation, and who chant unto 
God: Alleluia! 


Ikos X 

Ye are a steadfast rampart for us in the face of the 

enemy, O all ye saints, and fervent advocates before 

Christ for the whole Christian race; wherefore, ever 

defended by you against the arrows of the invisible 

enemy, we cry out with joy: 

Rejoice, O great adornment of the human race; 

rejoice, ye constant relief and consolation for us dur- 
ing this earthly sojourn! 

Rejoice, O our mighty allies in our war against the 
enemies of our salvation; 

rejoice, ye who fend off from us the sword of God's 
wrath by your supplications! 

Rejoice, ye who yourselves were tested and who help 
us amid trials; 

rejoice, ye who rejoice greatly at the repentance of 
us sinners; 

Rejoice, ye who lived righteously in divers places on 
earth, and at divers times; 

rejoice, for even if ye sinned, yet did ye wash away 
the defilement of sins with true repentance and 
tears! 

Rejoice, ye who from the time of Adam to this very 
day have reposed in the hope of life everlasting; 

rejoice, ye who have come from the East and from 
the West, and have found rest in the bosom of 
Abraham! 

Rejoice, for your company is ever increased by new 
arrivals from the earth; 

rejoice, for the place left among the angelic assem- 
bly by the angels who fell is filled by you! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kowraxtow XI 
Even were our praises to number in the tens of thou- 
sands, still they would not suffice to glorify your vir- 
tues, O all ye saints, and it would be better for us 
who are weak to keep silence; yet that we may not 
be shown to be slothful and ungrateful for the mer- 
cies and benefactions of God which we have obtained 
through you, we chant unto the Master Who hath 
glorified you: Alleluia! 


Ixos XI 
Ye are lamps of never-waning light, O all ye saints, 
who at the throne of the most Holy Trinity ever burn 
in prayer for us and guide to the splendid path of 
salvation us who ery out to you thus: 


Rejoice, ye beacons of immaterial fire; 

rejoice, inhabitants of the mansions of the heavenly 
Father! 

Rejoice, grapes of the vineyard of Christ; 

rejoice, right fragrant blossoms of paradise! 

Rejoice, rivers flowing with life, who give us to drink 
amid our spiritual thirst; 

rejoice, rain-bearing clouds who cool us amid the 
burning heat of temptations! 

Rejoice, spiritual winds who drive the winter of de- 
spondency from our hearts; 

rejoice, melodious nightingales who herald for us the 
spiritual spring of eternal blessedness! 

Rejoice, noetic mountains who lead us up to the heavens; 

rejoice, rays of the noetic sun, who pour forth His 
mercy upon us! 

Rejoice, good helmsmen, who save us from the del- 
uge of sin; 

rejoice, faithful guides, who lead us to the heavenly 
homeland! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kotaxio XII 
Who among mortals can describe the grace given you 
by God as a reward for your manifold virtues, O 
saints? For just as it is not possible to draw all the 
waters of the sea into a single dipper, so also is it 
impossible to number your miracles and the bene- 
factions bestowed upon us by you. Wherefore, we 
joyously celebrate your glorious triumph, and we all 
cry aloud to the Lord Who worketh in you: Alleluia! 


Ikos XII 

Hymning Thee, O omnipotent Master, we all praise 

‘Thine all-holy name; for from the beginning of the 

world, and at divers times, Thou hast revealed Thine 

ever-memorable saints, who have been well-pleasing 
unto Thee, the one God Who is glorified in Trinity. 

By their supplications Thou deliverest from all evils 

those who cry to them: 

Rejoice, O holy favorites of God, with the Ever-virgin 
Mary, who is more holy than all creation; 

rejoice also, ye incorporeal angels, guardians of the 
human race! 

Rejoice, O holy kings and princes, who reigned 
piously on the earth and have inherited the king- 
dom of heaven; 

rejoice, O valiant rulers of cities, who have been 
vouchsafed to dwell in the heavenly city! 

Rejoice, O impartial judges on earth, who have 
received justice and mercy from the heavenly 
Judge; 
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rejoice, O zealous shepherds of the reason-endowed 
sheep, who have been praised and glorified by 
Christ, the Chief Shepherd! 

Rejoice, O righteous husbandmen, who served God 
in simplicity of heart and innocence; 

rejoice, O patient wanderers, who have reached the 
heavenly homeland! 

Rejoice, ye fools for Christ's sake, who have borne 
mockery and reproach for Him; 

rejoice, ye unmercenary ones, who freely granted 
healing to the infirm and have received your 
reward in heaven! 

Rejoice, O ye men and women, of every age and call- 
ing, who have pleased God, for ye are united in 
the Lord, and your souls are in the hands of God; 

rejoice, for in the age to come your souls and bodies 
together will share in everlasting glory! 

Rejoice, all ye saints, ye fervent advocates before God 
for the whole world! 


Kontakion XII 
© most glorious favorites of God, all ye saints who 
have received everlasting good things as your inher- 
itance! Accept ye this our hymnody of praise, and in 
your supplications which are right acceptable unto 
God ask for us the remission of sins and deliverance 
from eternal torments, that with you we may chant 
unto God in our heavenly homeland: Alleluia, alle- 
luia, alleluia! 


This kontakion is recited thrice, whereupon kos I 


SCID 
QE 
ve 


a 


aia)2} 


Prayer to All the Saints 
Read on the First Sunday After Pentecost 
all-blessed favorites of God, all ye saints who stand 
before the throne of the all-holy Trinity and delight 
in ineffable blessedness! Lo!, now on the day of your 
common festival look down upon us, the least of your 
brethren, who offer you this hymnody of praise, and 
through your mediation ask the all-good Lord to grant 
us mercy and release from our sins. For we know, 
we truly know that all things soever ye desire, ye 
can ask of Him. Wherefore, we humbly beseech you: 
Entreat the merciful Master, that He grant us the 
spirit of your zeal for the keeping of His holy com- 
mandments, that, following in your steps, we may 
pass the course of this earthly life virtuously and 
blamelessly, and in repentance may attain unto the 
all-glorious habitations of paradise, and there, with 
you, may glorify the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


PRAYER TO ALL SAINTS, RECITED BY AN INDIVIDUAL 
Before you, O all ye saints, as before guiding bea- 
cons who by your acts illumine the path of heavenly 
ascent, do I, the greatly sinful, humbly bend the 
knees of my heart, and from the depths of my soul I 
ery aloud: Entreat God Who loveth mankind in my 
behalf, that He no longer permit me to stray among 
the trackless wastes of sin, but illumine my mind 
and heart with the light of His grace, that, enlight- 
ened and strengthened thereby, I may for the rest of 
mine earthly life travel the straight path without 
wandering, and by your mediation before the all-good 
Lord may be vouchsafed if but a small portion at your 
banquet in the heavenly bridal-chamber of the King 
of glory. To Him, and to His unoriginate Father, and 
the all-holy, good and life-creating Spirit, be glory, 
honor and worship, unto the ages of ages. Amen, 


‘Translaced from the Slavonic by Reader Isaac Lambertsen. 
‘Translation ©1994 by the translator. This Akathist, together 
with over 500 other services from the Menaion and Akathist 
Hymns, is available printed on mylar-reinforced paper from 
the St. John of Kronstadt Press Bookservice. Please keep the 
translator and publisher in your prayers as this Akathist is 
chanted, and refrain from unauthorized duplication, which has 
the effect of diminishing their capacity to continue the work. 


RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE BOOKSERVICE OFFERINGS.. 


Kindling the Divine Spirit: Teachings on How to Preserve 
Spiritual Zeal, by Bishop Theophan the Recluse. Steeped 
in the ancient patristic tradition, Vladyka Theophan spent 28 
years in reclusion, yet was down-to-earth and very much at- 
tuned to the needs of the world around him, These instruc- 
tions, given to women, examine many essentials ofthe spiri 
tual life: the purification of the heart, inner suffering, spiri- 
tual zeal, training in prayer, and mystical union with the Lord. 
His ability to encourage all, no matter where they may be on 
the spiritual path, makes him a fitting guide for all of us. 
Order stock# R229, $8 + P&H. 

Blessed Paisius Velichkovsky: The Man behind the 
Philokalia. Having lived at the beginning of the modern 
age, St, Paisius has supplied us with a blueprint on how to 
live like the ancient holy ones, even in the midst of the con- 
temporary atmosphere of confusion, despair, and abandon- 
ment of truth. His legacy, carried on at the Optina Monas- 
tery and brought to America by the monks from Valaam, is 
more timely and needed today than ever before. This new 
edition is an offset facsimile of the long out of print original, 
translated and typeset by Fr. Seraphim Rose of blessed 
memory. Hardbound #R234, $25.00 + P&H; Paperbound 
‘#R234a, $17.00 + P&H. Many regretted not obtaining the 
original edition while it was available... it would be wise to 
get a copy while they yet remain! 


Words of wisdom and music for the soul on tapes... 
From the 1993 St. Herman Pilgrimage: 
the four English lectures: Humanism, Orthodoxy in 
America, How to Live a Christian Life in a Non-Chris- 
tian Society, and Evolution — Stock# AOIS, 4-tape set, 
‘$25.00 + P&H. 
the music of the Vigil and Divine Liturgy, an impromptu 
recording, greatly enhanced by extensive congregational 
participation; in English and Slavonic; 2-tape set. Stock# 
A019, $12.00 + P&H. 
From Katina: 
The Good Shepherd, a third tape in the Christian Folk Music 
series, a welcome and soul-touching addition. Includes Jesus 
Heals the Blind Man; Jesus Raises Lazarus; St. Gerasimus 
and the Lion; The Guardian Angel; and Blessed John (and 
many others), Dedicated to Blessed John, whose glorifica- 
tion is celebrated at this time. Stock# A020, $10.00 + P&H. 


‘The Serbian Patericon, vol. 1. Collected lives of saints of 
the Church of Serbia, ancient and modern. This first volume 
inthe series, despite some eccentricities in the designations of 
"saints", is a valuable addition to any library of the lives of 
saints and worthies of the holy Orthodox Church. 300pp. of 
‘worthy spiritual reading, well constructed. R236, $15 + P&H. 


Heartwarming remnants of the Orthodox musical tradition 
of Western Europe... 

Anglo-Saxon Christmas Music, The 10th century ceremonial 
Mass for the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, sung as the Saxon 
kings would have heard it1100 years ago. Recorded by the Schola 


Gregoriana of Cambridge. Compact Disc, about 55 minutes. 
Stock# AS1S, $20.00 + P&H. 
Like the Sun in His Orb... — another splendid Gregorian 


Chant recording. Although the exact form comes from a 
time shortly after the fall of the West into heresy, the musical 
tradition reflected is more ancient, coming from Orthodox 
times. A516, $20.00 + P&H. 

Back in stock (the original shipment was sold out before it 
reached us)... The Weekday Octoechos, Tone VI, from the 
Monastery of the Veil. #R231, $18.00 + P&H. 

A valuable addition to the body of liturgical texts of the Or- 
thodox Western Rite, the ancient Sarum tradition: The 
Westminster Benedictional, containing the special festal 
blessings. Spiral-bound, Stock# R232, $10 + P&H. 

And a voice from the dark days of the Gulag, by no means 
out of date... if you believe it to be impossible that our own 
Gulag may await us (or indeed be upon us), you are not pay- 
ing attention to what is happening in the world around... 
Listen, Prison!, by Zoya Krahkmalnikova, Memoirs writ- 
ten from prison and exile by a Russian Orthodox prisoner of 
‘conscience... but far more: testimony to the kind of freedom 
granted only to those who are willing to walk into the 
Babylonian furnace, to totally surrender themselves to God; 
a challenge to the softness of a "Christianity" which has be- 
come adept at adjusting the Gospel to the times, to being 
comfortable and convenient, to preserve form while neglect- 
ing essence. R230, $7.00 + P&H. 

And for healing in a desperate world, words coming from 
the depth of Orthodox tradition... The Hines and Cure of 
the Soul in the Orthodox Tradition, by Archimandrite 
Hierotheos Viachos. Orthodoxy does not provide a "sys- 
tem” of moral conduct or belief, so much as a therapeutic 
treatment which cures the innermost nature of man. "The 
Church embraces all people with their problems and wor- 
ries, and strives to transfigure them. ‘The Church, in any 
case, is a spiritual hospital which heals people's spiritual ill- 
nesses. She does not reject anyone... (A) mania for perfec- 
tion is an indicative sign of an existent schizophrenia, The 
person who has a mania to be perfect is in reality a schizo- 
phrenic. The Church, without supporting and justifying the 
sick person, receives him as he is, and strives with the way's 
she has at her disposal to cure him." R235, $16 + P&H. 
Ifyou don't yet have one... be sure to request the new 60 
page descriptive catalog. Free with larger orders, $5 if 
requested alone ($8 outside USA), 
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